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ashamed even to write this. It should be a matter of shame to
Swarajists if, when we are chanting the mantra of swaraj, any com-
munity or innocent person has reason to feel apprehensive. At any
rate I assure our Parsi brothers and sisters that hundreds of Hin-
dus and Muslims are ready to lay down their lives for them and
for other small communities like the Christians. Perhaps some
British officials are frightening them, deliberately or otherwise.
But it becomes Parsi friends not to let others frighten them; they
should, instead, regard Hindus and Muslims as their brothers and
trust them. Let us resolve that we shall die at one another's
hands or be saved by one another. Trust begets trust, while dis-
trust produces greater distrust.

While giving this assurance, I advise Parsi friends, wherever
they feel the slightest concern, to inform the Congress or the Khila-
fat office in the area; those in charge of the offices will not fail to
make arrangements to protect them. Many Parsi brothers told
me in Bombay that several Memons had given full protection to
Parsi men and women. Parsi families were given shelter in some
Marwari homes. I am sure there are no Parsis who believe that
the entire Hindu or the entire Muslim community has turned
against them and the Christians,

Some Parsi friends write to me about the losses they have suffer-
ed. The only consolation I can give them is that I am con-
sulting Parsi leaders to see if we can set up a committee to look
into such cases. If such a committee is formed, arrangements will
be made to compensate all those who have incurred losses and who
cannot overlook them. Personally, I do not wish that any Parsi
should approach the Government for compensation.

KAPADVANJ AND THASRA

Some cultivators inform me that this year the crop in some
places in the Kapadvanj and Thasra talukas has been less than
four annas and in others between four and six annas, and they
ask me what they should do in these circumstances. As a non-co-
operator, the only advice I can give is that they should not
approach the Government for relief; however, if they have courage
they can notify the Government that they are unable to pay the
assessed revenue as the crop has been less than four annas- If
the Government does not accept the cultivators' assessment, let
it nominate a punch1 on which it and the cultivators will be re-
presented equally. Both parties should abide by the panchcfs

1 A board of arbitrators